Dear Paul, 3/20/72 

Jim, Bud and I met today on several legal matters. Jim and I had a little time in 
which to discuss too many things. There is one thing I had asked him to discuss with 
you that he forgot to. And he told me, briefly, that you will be proceeding with your 
book without hope of any success with it. This feeling is not unfamiliar to me. 

Driving home I thought about it a bit. I would not say that I gave it all the 
thought one should, but the more I thought about it the more I came to realise, as I 
have in my own attitude toward my own work, that you should be doing some rethinking. 

There is a value in' doing all the work a book requires to make an historical record. 
I’ve done enough of it and you've read some. If there is no alternative and if you feel 
that nobody else will do that work, then it can assume more importance in your thinking. 

I an not one to say that one should do the commercially possible because it is 
possible. The most commercial work I have in mind I laidnaside more than 7 years ago. 

In my case th.reason is different and in the interval I have done much (do I hear too 
much?) writing. 

However, if you rethink what you can do and are willing to do a different book 
for which, among us, I think you are best suited, I can see you accomplishing what I 
think are your purposes and evolving a book that your own University press might take. 

Situations change. The country ha s changed. The government is unlike any we've 
had and the changes in it are going to be deeper and for the worse. There is today a 
place and a market for the book I have in mind. For it I believe you would not have to 
do any more work. Or, you have done all the necessary research already. 

1 will make a brief note of what I have in mind but I will not now tell you 
because I think you would be happier if you reach the same or a similar conclusion 
on your own. Ihis does not mean it is a secret, for there is no point in not telling 
you. in fact, if you like the idea, there is a fair amount 1 have already done for which 
I have no special need and I’ll be glad to give it to you. 

But do your own thinking first. 

There is some kind of game afoot on the i|l/l/66 medical report. I had Howard ask 
for it by tme most obvious interest. He was refused. I asked for it for a more obscure 
reason and was refused. Then I made an issue and a kind of personal stink. I do not know 
why it was declassified but I consider that it is not impossible that the person I 
pressured may have had something to do with it. I am not finished with this, I know more 
already, and I’m pressing, when I can, for other things. However, there is a greater demand 
on my time now for other Obligations that can't be postponed, so I've not been able to do 

as such. In this case, I had gone through all the preliminaries and filed an appeal pre- 

paratory to filing a complaint. That may have done it. This does not explain why Howard 
did not automatically get a copy. You have experienced this before. I presume you asked 
for this, but if you did not, it would be interesting to know. My copy is a poor one, I've 
asked for a better one rather pointedly, and -“-hoads recently wrote me that he would try 
to get one, that they do not have one. Because these other thing are more in my mind, I 

do not recall all the things on which I have been pushing. Soon, however, I will have to 

get back to them and if I have not carboned you on these. I'll update you. If Howard comes 
here on his Easter vacation, he usually goes over all tills correspondence since his isas 
previous visit and that will be a good time. 

I strongly encourage you to leave things as they are on all matters in which the 
investigatory&file3 exemption has been invoked. My spectro suit is by far the strongest 
we are likely to have, it lias the bestkprospects and it really has them up tight, as I 
presume im told you. Assuming there_ is a possibility of justice, we should prevail and 
that should make ah big difference. 4 will take time. You could spend that time very 
well and help this whole process out very much by the kind, of book I have in mind. I will 
discuss this with ^im when we have time together. xl e doesn t know it yet, but I can save 
him about $200 in getting his car repaired. 4 was severely damaged in his absence. I 
checked into that as soon as I returned here. So I think we’ll have perhaps two days 
togther here before his wife returns. We have more to do that we can do in tiro days, but 
I'll raise this so ho can think about it independently. Best, 



